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Neilson watched him make his way across and when he had
disappeared among the coconuts he looked still. Then he sank
heavily in his chair.

Was that the man who had prevented him from being happy?
Was that the man whom Sally had loved all these years and for
whom she had waited so desperately? It was grotesque.

A sudden fury seized him so that he had an instinct to spring
up and smash everything around him. He had been cheated. They
had seen each other at last and had not known it. He began to
laugh, mirthlessly, and his laughter grew till it became hysterical.

The Gods had played him a cruel trick. And he was old now.
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